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The newly formed Joseph A. Unanue Latino Institute would like to welcome all our  
students and invite them to participate in our events and programs.    
There will be a lecture and discussion of the book On March 22, Mr. Antonio Muñoz 
Molina, author and Director of the Instituto Cervantes will lecture.  
 
The Unanue Latino Institute at Seton Hall University is a social, economic, and  
educational resource for Latino/a students and students interested in Latin American 
and Latino/a Studies on this campus. We provide students with:  

¶   Scholarship Information  
¶   Financial aid   
¶   Exchange Programs  

In this newsletter you will find interesting articles on the Latino/a community, events, 
and news that may be of interest to you.  Please feel free to stop by our office with 
a ny q uestio ns o r sim p ly to sa y òH ola !ó .  W e a re  loc a ted  in Ro om  246, Fa hy H a ll.  O ur 
telephone number is (973)761 -9422; and you can send us an e -mail at Latinoinsti-
tute@shu.edu or visit our website at academic.shu.edu/latinoinstitute .   
   We would love to see or hear from you!   

¡Hola y Bienvenidos! 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

$3 Million Donation to Seton Hall University for Creation of the   
Joseph A. Unanue Latino Institute  

Former president and CEO of Goya Foods, Joseph A. Unanue, and his wife, Carmen, 
recently donated $3 million to Seton Hall University through the Ever Forward: The 
Seton Hall Sesquicentennial Campaign .  The funds will be used  to establish the Joseph 
A. Unanue Latino Institute in the College of Arts and Sciences.  
    
 "We are thankful to Joseph and Carmen for their generous gift," said Monsignor 
Robert Sheeran,  Seton Hall University President. "I firmly believe that the United States is 
currently experiencing a 'Latino Moment' characterized by heightened interest in  
Latino culture and substantial growth in the Latino population.  The  
Unanues support has made it possible for Seton Hall to assume a unique, 
leadership role in Latino/a affairs in the New York metropolitan area and the 
country."  
 
Incorporating the Puerto Rican and Dominican Institutes, the Unanue Latino 
Institute will continue to serve the Latino/a community at Seton Hall.  The  
Institute will grow by creating a Latin American and Latino/a Studies major 
and minor, which will combine Latino/a history, language and culture, art, 
music, and literature.  The program, with its plans to begin during the 2006 -
2007 school year, is expected to become the premier Latino/a Studies  
program in the tri -state area.  Various workshops and lectures, featuring  
important contributors to the intellectual and artistic growth of the Latino/a 
community, have already taken place, with more to be held in the future.  
The new Joseph A. Unanue Latino Institute hopes to serve the Seton Hall 
community by promoting a better understanding and appreciation of the 
Latino/a culture and its people.  

Joseph and Carmen Unanue (at left) with 
Seton Hall Executive Vice President Sister 

Paula Buley and University President 
Monsignor Robert Sheeran.  



New Director of the Office of   Interna-
tional Programs . 
Mark Gaulter, Ph.D., has assumed the 
position of Director of the Office of In-
ternational Programs as of November 8, 
2005.    
Gaulter oversees the Joseph A. Unanue 
Latino Institute, the Asian Center, and 
the Africana Studies Center and con-
siders the Unanue Latino Institute to be 
a very important part of his portfolio.  
òEffo rts to  esta b lish a  w id e r free  tra d e  
zone between the US and Latin Ameri-
can countries are occurring at the 
same time as a rapid growth of the La-
tino community in the United States.  
Businesses will accordingly have to 
adapt to maintain their market share in 
the US, and to realize their new poten-
tial overseas.  It is essential that we en-
sure that all our students are prepared 
for the new opportunities and chal-
lenges that they will face in their ca-
re e rs a s a  re sult o f the se cha ng e s.ó 
When asked for his aims for the Unanue 
Latino Institute, Gaulter emphasized the 
need for good planning. He continued  
òA t the ve ry lea st, the  U na nue Institute 
should increase the visibility of and ap-
preciation for Latino and Latin Ameri-
can culture at Seton Hall, should help to 
make Seton Hall a destination of 
choice for Latino and Latin American 
students, and should emphasize to all  

Seton Hall students the advantages of 
time spent studying in Latin America  
a nd  the  Ib e ria n Pe ninsula .ó  H e  note d  
the importance of establishing a major 
in Latin American and Latino/a Studies, 
to provide a vehicle for the study of the 
impact of and evolution of Latino cul-
ture in the United States.  
Alyshia Gálvez  
Latino Institute Acting Director Alyshia 
Gálvez has accepted a faculty position 
at NYU Center for Latin American and 
Caribbean Studies.  During her tenure     
she  contributed to the creation of the 
proposed Latin American and Latino/a 
Studies major and minor and was instru-
mental in presenting the following    
programs:   
¶Dr. Arlene Davila òBa rrio  D re a m s: Pue rto  
Ric o , La tino s a nd  the  N e o lib e ra l C ityó          
¶Film Screening:  Inside Tats Cru Inc., by 
filmmaker Cristina Esteras Ortiz  
¶Film Screening:  Deportado, directed by  
Nina Siulc  
¶Jo se  M a nue l Prie to  le c ture  òH a va na  o n 
the  V o lg a : C ub a n Life  in So vie t Russia ó 
cosponsored with Modern Language 
Department   
¶Latino Studies Course offering  
¶Print Making Workshop by Julio Valdez        
¶Taino Workshop by Jorge Estevez  
¶òH e rita g e  a nd  D ive rsityó a n e xhib it a t 
Walsh Library during El Museo del Barrio 
traveling exhibition  

Our gratitude to Alyshia for  her  work 
on behalf of the Unanue Latino Institute 
and wish her the best in her new en-
deavors.   
New Acting Director of the Unanue La-
tino Institute.  
Diana Alvarez -Amell, Ph.D., Associate 
Professor in the Department of  
Modern Languages, has been  
named Acting Director of the             
Joseph A. Unanue Latino Institute.  She 
holds a Ph.D. from Cornell University 
and teaches courses in Spanish and 
Spanish-American literature.  Her work 
has been published in both of these 
fields, as well as  Latin  American Art.  
She is the author of a book about Span-
ish Golden Age narrative and a         
contributing editor for the Latin Ameri-
can section of the Library of Congress.  
Her English translation of the poetry of 
the Cuban poet and dissident Raúl 
Rivero appeared  recently online in 
Wordswithoutborders.org .  One of the 
poems was reprinted in the Miami Her-
ald and another is included in a forth-
coming literary anthology edited by 
New Press.  She published recently an 
article of opinion about Raúl Rivero 
which was published in the latest issue 
of Linden Lane Magazine.  
We welcome Alvarez to the Unanue 
Latino Institute.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the last five years, Zalacaín has led 
a very successful study abroad trip to 
Spain.  The students attend a 4 -5 week 
language program at the University of 
Alicante.  Students live in Spanish 
households throughout the city of     
Alicante and enjoy excursions to such 
cities as Madrid, Granada, Barcelona 
and Valencia.  Classes are conducted 
everyday from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  
If you are interested in studying in   
Spain this summer, you may contact Dr. 
Zalacaín at Ext. 9468.  

Guatemalan -American Writer Fran-
cisco Goldman  at Seton Hall . 
The Unanue Latino Institute  
presented an evening with award -
winning Guatemalan -American fiction 
writer and journalist Francisco Gold-
man on November 15, 2005, in the 
Beck Rooms.   
The son of a Guatemalan mother and 
a Jewish -American father, Goldman 
grew up in Guatemala City and 
Needham, MA.  His three   novels, The 
Long Night of White Chickens , The  
Ordinary Seaman , and The Divine   
Husband , are about cultural and    
political encounters and conflicts in 
the Americas.  He is currently the    
Sidney Harman   Writer -in-Residence at 
Baruch    College.  He lives in New York 
City and Mexico City.  
After the lecture there was a Q&A  
period and reception.   
The lecture  was honored with  the 
presence of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. 
Unanue.   

Profile:  Dr. Daniel Zalacaín  
Daniel Zalacaín, Ph.D, is the Chair of 
the Department of Modern Lan-
guages.  He is a member of the Latino 
Studies Committee, which is charged 
with developing the curriculum for a 
minor and  major in Latin American 
and Latino/a Studies.   
Zalacaín was born in San Antonio de 
los Baños, Cuba, attended high school 
in Puerto Rico, and did his graduate 
studies at University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill.     
He enjoys swimming in the ocean, 
reading and listening to music.  
He teaches all levels of Spanish       
language, Spanish and Latin Ameri-
can film, Latin American theater and 
Latin American narrative, and Spanish 
and Latin American Civilization.  Also, 
he has written the following books:  
New Beats,  Hispanic American Plays ; 
Teatro Absurdista Hispanoamericano 
and has conducted research on Latin 
American Theater of the Absurd.  
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reservations, Portuguese is the       
official language of Brazil, which is 
the only Portuguese -speaking 
country in South America.   
About 80 percent of all Brazilians 
are Roman Catholic; the rest are 
either Protestant or follow  
practices derived from African  
religions.   
Brazil is characterized by the  
extensive low -lying Amazon  
Rainforest, the largest in the world.  
Covering almost half of Brazil, the 
rainforest is home to thousands of 
plants and animals, many of 
which have yet to be  
discovered.   
Unfortunately, it is being destroyed 
at an alarming pace, about 1 
hectare per  second.  At this rate, 
the rainforest will be completely 
destroyed within 40 years.  
Situated along the equator, Brazil's 
climate is predominantly tropical. 
The Brazilian Carnival is celebrated 

Brazil is the  
largest  
country in Latin  
America,  
covering nearly 
half (47.3 per-
cent) the South 

American landmass.  It is the fifth 
largest country in the world after the 
Russian Federation, Canada, China, 
and the United States.   
It has a population of about 186  
million inhabitants.  The capital of 
Brazil is Brasilia. 
Brazil hosts the largest body of fluvial 
water on the planet.  There are eight 
river systems in Brazil, the most  
important being the Amazon in the 
north, the Sâo Francisco in the cen-
ter, and the Paraguay, the Uruguay 
and the Paraná systems in the south.   
Except for the languages spoken by 
Indian tribes living in remote  

Nossos Países/Our Countries:  

every year, forty days before Easter 
and it marks the beginning of Lent.  
It has some differences from its 
counterparts in Europe, and it  
varies across the large Brazilian  
territory.   

Nosso Povo/Our People: Chico Méndes  
Chico Méndes was 
born in Brazil on   
December 15, 1944 
into a family of     
rubber tappers (also 
known as              
seringueiros ).  This is a 

process which for generations has 
been practiced whereby one harm-
lessly extracts sap from rubber trees 
to produce rubber byproducts. It is 
an agricultural system which extracts 
resources from the Amazon, without 
any permanent damage to the  
ecosystem. Chico Méndes, like his 
father and earlier predecessors,  
became a seringueiro.   
For cattle ranchers and mining  
Inte re sts in Bra zil, òsusta ina b le a g ri-
c ulture ó suc h a s rub b e r ta p p ing ,       
impedes profits made by tearing 
down the forest for pasture land and 
strip mines, which eventually leaves 
behind wasteland.  In the 1970's, 
Chico became a leader in creating  

the non -violent resistance  
movement to defend the forest 
and the homes of forest people 
from destruction.  He encountered 
a great deal of opposition.  He was 
jailed, fined and threatened, but 
nothing could deter him from his 
mission to save his beloved Ama-
zon.  Méndes fought courageously 
to  oppose the destructive prac-
tices of large companies and indi-
viduals. He advocated a return to 
sustainable agricultural systems and 
urged his fellow Brazilians to nonvio-
lent protest against corporations 
that would rob them of their   
livelihoods.  
The assassination of Chico Méndes 
on December  22, 1988 was or-
dered by a rancher named Darly 
Alves.  The power of his grassroots 
movement only increased and the 
international outcry caused by his 
death was an important factor in 

Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro.  
Money and support from all over the 
world poured in to help complete 
M e nd esõ w o rk. 

 
Chico Méndes is not just a hero of the   
Amazon, or a hero for Latinos, he is a 
hero of the entire planet.  He re-
ceived  the "Global 500" award in 
1987 from the United Nations Environ-
ment Programme (UNEP).  The land 
and forest that Chico lived and died 
for is now the Chico Méndes          
Extractive Reserve .  


