Paper Topics

1. Show the relationship between Augustine's understanding of human nature, God, and the political order as presented in City of God. In other words, what conclusions does he draw about the political realm based upon his theological anthropology?

2. Compare Aquinas and Dante on the nature and role of political governance and its relationship to ecclesiastical authority.

3. What does the Muslim tradition say about the nature and role of political governance and its relationship to religious authority?

4. Compare Anthony/Basil/Benedict. What do these texts have in common? If the monastic ideal is similar then what are the differences between these three?

5. Do you think that Anselm adequately answers Gaunilo's objections to his argument for God's existence? Why or why not? Your discussion should give evidence that you have correctly understood Anselm’s argument.
6. Compare the Christianity of the creeds/doctrinal controversies with the Christianity of monasticism. What sort of relationship can or does exist between Christianity understood as a set of beliefs/doctrines and Christianity as a way of life outside of mainstream society? Can these versions of Christianity be reconciled? If not, why not? If yes, then how?
7. Compare Augustine’s attitude toward classical culture with that of two other early Christian writers.

8. Compare the Jesus of Islam with the Jesus of the Christian tradition. 
9. Compare one Christian and one non-Christian political model. On the basis of your comparison, what conclusions do you draw?
10. Compare the two Christian political models (Byzantine and Western European).  On the basis of your comparison, what conclusions do you draw?

11. What would Celsus think of Augustine’s City of God? How would Augustine respond?

Papers are to be 7-9 pages in length (that means at least 7 full pages, double-spaced, with font no larger than 12). Topics are to be chosen from the list above. This is not a research paper - in writing the paper you are to make use of only the primary sources we have read for class. 
The topics have been developed as a means of helping you to understand the texts more deeply and specifically, and to support your understanding and conclusions with reference to the primary sources. 


So when writing, avoid generalizations (e.g. “The people of the middle ages were very religious,” or “It was a violent age.”). Focus on the specific topic on which you are working, stick to the texts and analyze them precisely. In a sense you need to write as if there are no other texts in existence from these authors, and you are being asked to justify your understanding on the basis of an analysis of these texts (So for example, if you’re writing on Augustine, you’re writing only on City of God, not the Confessions). Also avoid paraphrase – the aim is to explain and show that you understand; not to merely repeat. You may read secondary material for your own benefit, but it is not to be used in the paper. 


Direct quotes of 2-3 lines should be incorporated directly into the text; lengthier quotations should be set as single-spaced indented block quotes (block quotes should be used sparingly and not exceed 4-5 lines). No additional spacing between paragraphs. Indirect quotes must be cited just as carefully as direct quotes. Footnotes are not necessary; page references to the text cited are to be placed in parentheses following direct and indirect quotes. All page references should be to the editions of the texts used in class. Do not cite any other editions or sources. 


Outlines are due on Feb. 21. Papers are due on April 2. A hard copy of your paper must be submitted in class on the due date at the end of class; the paper is not to be e-mailed, placed in the professor’s mailbox, or slipped under the office door. Papers submitted after the end of class on the due date will be considered late, and will be graded no higher than a “B.” No late papers will be accepted after 4/9. Papers will be returned by April 16. If you choose to revise, the revised paper (along with the original version with the professor’s comments) is due on April 25.
In addition to any criteria mentioned above, papers will be graded on the basis of the following:

· Ability to focus on the topic specifically
· Ability to support your understanding from the texts
· Specific knowledge of and correct understanding of the texts

· Insight into the texts
· Coherence of presentation – each idea should follow from what has gone before and support your overall argument
· Comprehensiveness in dealing with the topic – relevant texts that would challenge your interpretation must be dealt with as well
· Proper spelling, grammar, and syntax

· Proper referencing of texts cited

· Clarity of expression and style
· Sufficient length and proper formatting
