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"In this welcome addition to the burgeoning body of Glaspell scholarship, 
author Linda Ben-Zvi makes a persuasive case for Glaspell's significance 
to American cultural and social history as well as the timeliness of her 
works for contemporary readers and audiences. Susan Glaspell: Her Life and 
Times provides a thoroughly researched, richly detailed, and eminently 
readable analysis of Glaspell's professional rise...In addition to scrupulous 
literary detection and astute critical insight, readers will appreciate Ben-
Zvi's lucid, engaging, jargon-free prose. Susan Glaspell: Her Life and Times is 
highly recommended for anyone interested in Glaspell, women's 
biography, American theatre and drama, or the fascinating era in which 
Glaspell lived and worked." 
-- Theatre Journal 
 

This is the story of Susan Glaspell and the forces that propelled her from her 
Midwest birthplace in Davenport, Iowa to Greenwich Village during its glory 
days, where she established herself as a central figure in the avant-garde 
community and became the first modern American woman playwright. 
Glaspell's life is a feminist tale of pioneering in which she broke new ground for 
women. A journalist by age eighteen, she worked her way through college as a 
news reporter and became a leading novelist of the period. As co-founder of 
many of Greenwich Village's important avant-garde institutions, she was a close 
friend of leading figures of the time, including Eugene O'Neill. She and O'Neill 
were equally credited with launching a new type of indigenous drama, with hers 
addressing pressing issues including suffrage, birth control, female sexuality, 
marriage equality, socialism, and pacifism. In 1931 she won the Pulitzer Prize for 
drama.  
“Out there – lies all that's not been touched – lies life that waits," Claire Archer 
says in The Verge, Glaspell's most experimental play. This biography is the 
exciting and inspiring story of Glaspell's personal exploration of the same 
terrain 
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